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“The color purple” by Alice Walker
The gender identity of a person is usually articulated through physical expressions, for instance, dressing, hairstyle, make-up, and how they interact with each other. That is, it is the sense of the gender of an individual. The major concept of “The Color Purple” by Alice Walker is the importance of fighting back against abuse, oppression, for family, and a better life. In the novel, the color purple is associated with royalty as referred to in letter twelve. Therefore, this essay focuses on analyzing the gender identity roles and self-discovery of the females in the novel, with a focus on how they supported each other. 
First, Celie resists the self-concept imposed on her by others. Her father and husband, Mister argues that “Wives is like children. You have to let ’em know who got the upper hand. Nothing can do that better than a good sound beating”. (Walker, 29). The novel starts with showing Celie's life, she lives with a father that is both sexually and physically abusive.  Her father, Alfonso had turned to her for sexual fulfillment since her mother is too ill to fulfill his demands, getting her pregnant twice, and killing the children, therefore believes that marrying Mister was her chance to save both herself and her little sister from their father’s abuse. However, with the interaction with Shug, her husband’s friend, she discovers her sexuality and starts a relationship with Shug, a jazz singer who encourages her to move to Tennessee with her. Celie later starts a successful fashion business with Shug’s help. That is, the takes the act of sewing, a role that was traditionally considered for women, and turns it into a living. That is, despite Celie being uneducated, and a poor African-American woman, with a miserable past, she can win against racial discrimination and sexual oppression showing growth, loyalty, endurance, and the power that love holds on all of us. 
Second, Nettie, the narrator's younger sister resists the abuse imposed and fights to attain independence and happiness. Their father believes that “When a woman marries, she spouse to keep a decent house and a clean family” (Walker, 20). Her father rapes and steals her sister’s children from her, and then later marries her to Mister, an older man that exposes Celie to the same torture and abuse she and her sister went through in her father’s home. She runs away from Alfonso to go and stay with her sister when she hears that Mister, her sister’s husband’s and his children from his previous marriage have been abusing her. However, on getting there, the realization that Mister still wants to be with her, and her refusal causes her to run away to live with a reverend and his wife. Her sister Celie admires her spirit of not giving up, which later encourages her to move to Tennessee. 
In the end, both Celie and Nettie fight against the oppression they went though. That is, they realized that women "indulged their husbands if anything. You should just see how they make admiration over them. Praise their smallest accomplishments. Stuff them with palm wine and sweets (Walker, 86). That is, out of fear, Celie had encouraged Harpo to beat his wife Sophia due to the way she stood up for herself against Harpo and Mister. Celie later admits that she is jealous of Sophia since she was unable to fight back for herself since eventually, Sophia leaves Harpo, taking her child with her. This gives Celie the strength to want to leave, and later when she meets Shug, she has the courage to run away with her to Tennessee. These conditions show that despite how Celie and Nettie grew up, submitting to the control of men around them was not the only way to live. 
In conclusion, fighting against discrimination and oppression from men has existed for longer periods. However, with the help of other females in the "purple color", Celie moves to Tennessee and starts a fashion business, Sophie leaves Harpo, and Nettie runs away from her abusive father, and Mister. Just because the women lack affection from the men in their lives with the argument that their opinions lacked value, it did not mean that they could not fight back for their happiness. Therefore, the author suggests that people can create their own identities and not let society dictate who they are and what they are capable of. 
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